General Assembly of EFITA



The Forum, Wageningen UR, Netherlands
17.45, Tuesday, 7 July 2009



 Agenda
1. Presidential address

2. Approval of Accounts and Auditors’ report

3. Proposals from the Board

4. Election of Officers

5. Ratification of EFITA membership for Finnish and Turkish NMOs

6. Proposals from the members

7. NMO Fee payments

8. EFITA Conference 2011

9. INFITA/WCCA

10. Any other business

11. Transfer of the Presidency

12. Address of the New president and objectives for EFITA for 2009 - 2011



1. Presidential address 2007 - 2009
Sjaak Wolfert welcomed the delegates to the GA Meeting and reported on the activities of EFITA during the period of his Presidency. He said that he felt that EFITA was now much more prominent on the European map and was influencing governments and policy makers. He also summarised some of the other activities to which EFITA had contributed including the HAAI summer school in Debrecen (August 2007), the POLSITA conference in Krakow in April 2008, the HAICTA conference in Athens in September 2008, the Food Dynamics workshop in Igls, Innsbruck (February 2009), an ICT workshop on the ENSURE project in Paris (January 2009) and the CGIAR Science Forum in June 2009. Other conferences in Aarhus, Dublin and Northern Ireland had also been attended by the President and other EFITA representatives.
Sjaak also mentioned two projects that EFITA was involved in. Firstly, the C@R project which will come to an end later this year and a newly approved project under the Seventh Framework Programme – agriXchange. A third project had been submitted, the AgriEdu project, but this had not received approval.

On the international front Sjaak noted the continued collaboration with many other organisations such as the IAALD-WCCA-AFITA conference in Japan in August 2008 and IST Africa in Uganda in May 2009. He also mentioned the eJournal JITAG, the EFITA Newsletter produced by Guy Waksman and sent each week to over 4000 recipients and his own deep involvement in the preparation for JIAC2009. He also mentioned that he was participating in the Advisory Board of ERAnet. He noted the applications to join EFITA from NMOs in Finland and Turkey and was still hopeful that Romania may also join at some stage.

He also mentioned the need to continue contact and cooperation with other organisations and specifically mentioned the WCCA and Africa. He also acknowledged the support of the EFITA Board and the NMOs and also of his employers, LEI.
2. Approval of Accounts and Auditors’ report
Andy Offer and Mick Harkin were appointed honorary auditors and, subject to a few minor changes, they confirmed their acceptance of the EFITA accounts to the GA. The accounts were approved unanimously.

3. Proposals from the Board
The EFITA Board proposed to the GA that four new members of the Board should be Miguel de Castro Neto (Portugal), Pavel Simek (Czech Republic), Ludwig Theuvsen (Germany) and Martyn Warren (UK). The Board also recommended that the GA meeting decide on the new President Elect by a vote. The Board had decided to recommend that the 2011 conference should be held in the Czech Republic or Greece and that the venue should be decided by the NMOs. See items 4 and 8 below.
4. Election of Officers

Outgoing officers: 
Caroline Parker, Jose Boaventura, Nicolai Fog Hansen, Rene Rognant
Remaining officers: 
Peter Wagner, Jerzy Weres




     Executive Members:
Miguel de Castro Neto, Pavel Simek, Ludwig Theuvsen and Martyn Warren were all elected unopposed
President Elect: 
The NMOs voted for Nikolai Fog Hansen to be the new EFITA President Elect. (Voting: Nikolai Fog Hansen 8 votes, Guy Waksman 4 votes).

5. Ratification of the Finnish and Turkish NMO Membership of EFITA
The GA meeting ratified the membership of the Finnish and Turkish NMOs.

6. Proposals from the members
There were none.

7. NMO Fee Payments
The Secretary General reported on the current situation with regards to EFITA fee payments by the NMOs. The situation was now much improved compared to the position in 2007 at the time of the Glasgow conference. Most NMOs were now up to date with their payments.
8. EFITA Conference 2011
There were two presentations on the 2011 conference, one for Prague in the Czech Republic and one for Greece. Karel Charvat presented the case for Prague to the GA meeting. He proposed that the conference would be organised jointly with the ECPA and the ECPLF and hosted by the Czech University of Life Sciences. He emphasised the opportunity for new member states and Eastern European countries to participate.
Alex Sideridis presented three alternatives for Greece – firstly a cruise conference in September 2011 encompassing visits to Greece and Turkey. Secondly, to hold the conference on the Island of Corfu, jointly with the Ionian University and the Agricultural University of Athens. Thirdly, to hold the conference in Athens. If Greece was chosen the NMOs would have the option of choosing the location in Greece.

The NMOs voted for Prague by seven votes to six.

9. INFITA/WCCA
Gerhard Schiefer reported on WCCA held in Reno, USA and he stated that the next conference would be jointly organised by WCCA and CIGR and would be held in Quebec on 13 to 17 June 2010. The joint international e-journal JITAG (www.jitag.org) accepts papers for publication and the EFITA editor is Iver Thysen. The 2011 event will be held in Namibia jointly with the AIAEE. The 2012 conference is currently open for choice of venue and will be organised by the FAO and GFAR. The venue for the 2013 conference will be decided in Prague and will be organised by EFITA.
8. Transfer of Presidency
Sjaak Wolfert handed over to Alex Sideridis, who made a speech outlining his intentions for EFITA during his presidency. He emphasised the development of the EFITA organisation, the need to focus on education and training especially for younger members. He also mentioned the role of EFITA in research and its participation in projects. He also hoped to see the further development of the EFITA web site. The text of his speech has been circulated to Board members, the Advisory Board and NMO representatives.

Ian Houseman
Secretary General, EFITA
20 July 2009
